288                THROUGH   LANDS   OF   THE   BIBLE

as they crawl along, trying not to cause a wash that will
damage the banks of the Canal. Sometimes they come
through with their bands playing, while cheerful people
dressed in white clothes wave down to the camels on the canal
banks, thus adding to the air of improbability in which Suez
lives its life.

I went to see Mr. Vallinis, who is just the kind of man I
like. His energy was terrific. His knowledge of the country
was profound, and his zest for adventure appeared to have no
limit. He was forthright, stern, and quick

He said that we should have to take a spare car in case of
breakdowns, for that is the rule in the Egyptian desert, and
we should also have to carry enough food and water for six
days, the time I proposed to be away. We needed a cook,
which Mr. Valhms would provide.

I agreed to leave everything to him. This is not my usual
practice, but I flatter myself that I can tell a good man when
I see one. Later in the afternoon, however, while I was
killing time in Suez, I suddenly thought that perhaps it was
rather rash not to tell Mr. Vallinis the kind of food I dislike.
" Food ? " he cried. " You wish to know what food I shall
take ? You come and see."

We went to the back of the garage, where an American
saloon car, fitted with desert tyres and big springs, was having
a sandboard, two spades, a pick, and several such accessories
of desert motoring strapped to it.

Mr. Vallinis opened a black fixture at the back of the car
which I thought was an abnormal type of luggage boot.   It
was a chest made to take a slab of ice.   The first object that
came out was a turkey, plucked and trussed.   Then came
several chickens, pigeons, a large piece of veal, a leg of mutton,
and several lamb cutlets.
He groped about angrily.
" What are you looking for ? " I asked.
" Oh, miserable, miserable! " he cried.   " They have for-
gotten the guinea-fowls and the quails!   You see what it is,
unless you do everything yourself! "

I told him not to worry about the guinea-fowls and the
quails, because I thought we should have enough to eat. I
did not dare to tell him that, earlier in the day, having no